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If a Succah’ be above twenty
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declares it valid; and~if AR

" Heléne, Rabi Yehudah said, sat in
a sukkah that was taller than twenty
amps, and the chachamim of the time.
who went in.and out of this sukkah
did-not comment that Queen Helene
was-not ‘being yotzei the mitzvah.
Does this not prove that.a sukkah ¢dan
be taller than twenty amos? .
~ Thé Rabbanan Wwho disagréed with
Rabi Yehudah rejected this proof by
saying that since Helene was 4
woman she was patur from the mitz-
vah of sukkah, and the Chachamim
therefore had no reason to tell her
that she was not being yorzei, :

Rabi Yehudah countered that
Helene’s seven sons were sitfing
together with her. At least one of
those sons was of chinuch age, and

Chachamim would surely have men-
tioned it, especially in light of the.
fact that Helene was known to follow
the directives of the Chachamim.
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. The Rabbis hold the opinion

in one of the

recesses for reasons of modesty, and hence they¢ made no re-

mark,7 while R. Judah was of the opinion that her sons sat with
her,® and still thevé made no remark
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One who made a vow for a pro-
~ longed period® and completed his
nazirite spell® and afterwards came
to the Land,® the School of Sham-
mai say, He must continue as nazi-
rite for thirty days;* but the School
of Hillel say, He must be a nazi-
rite all over again® It once hap-
pened that queen Helene® whose
son went to war, said, ‘If my son
return safely from the war, I
will be a nazirite for seven years!’
—and her son came back from the
war,” and she was a nazirite for
seven years; and at the conclusion
of the seven years she came up to
the Land, and the School of Hillel

instructed her?® that she had to be
a nazirite again for seven years
more; but at the end of the seven
years she became unclean, and she
found herself a nazirite for twenty-
one years.” R. Judah said, She
should not have been a nazirite for
more than fourteen years.*®
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Mishnah 10. Mo A Cheplo
Ben Katin' made twelve spigots?
for the laver’ which had had only
two;* and he also made a machine®
for the laver so that its waters
should not become unfit overnight.*
King Munbaz® made of gold all
the handles of the utensils used on
the Day of Atonement. Helen his
mother made a golden candlestick’
over the door of the Sanctuary,
and she also provided® a golden
tablet on which was written the
paragraph of the suspected adul-
teress.’ Miracles befell the Gates
of Nicanor'® and they used to keep
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* his"™ memory in honour.
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King Munbaz distributed large amounts of money during the hunger years. His friends sent him
the following message: “Your ancestors accumulated vast amounts of treasures and you are
just giving it up!!” He replied, “My ancestors gathered all the treasures for this world and | am
giving away these treasures to be rewarded in the next world.”

Archaeologists have uncovered:a mon-
| umental structure from the Bayis Sheini

~of the Old City of Yerushalayim and

- the -ancient palace of Queen Helena
(Hilni Hamalkah), the Israel Antiquities
Authority announced yesterday.

{ - “The site; which has been unearthed

\| during asix:month salvage excavation in

the ‘Givati parking lot just outside the

Dung Gate ahead of the planned-expari-

| sion of the Western Wall parking lot, also

- was much larger than ‘previously
thought, said archaeologist Doron Ben
Ami, who'is directing the dig at the site.

the Romans during the destruction. of
 the Bayis Sheini, was dated to the end of

«coins from-that time; Ben Ami said,
According to Ben Ami, the elaborate
edifice, an ariomaly in the landscape of

Temple period, which was characterized
by its'modest buildings, was probably a
_palace built by Queen Helena, a wealthy
- aristocrat who converted to Judaism and
moved:to Yerushalayim with her sons.
‘The Mishnah (Yoma 2:3) relates that
- Helenadonated a golden chandelier that
.stood at the entrance to the Beis
Hamikdash and a golden plate inscribed

formed on the wishes of the chachamim.

" era in a:parking lot just outside the walls’

opposite Har Habayis, claiming it was.

.indicates that the ancient City of Dovid-

The edifice, which was destroyed by

the-Bayis Sheini period by pottery and -
stone vessels, as well as an assortment of

the Lower City.at the end of the Second

. with the text used when checking a
“sotah, while -the Gemara. (Sukkah 2b).-
writes that -all her actions were per-’

‘the Early Hellenistic period ‘and ‘even -

. JHilni Hamalkah's Palace -
Discovered in Yerushalayim

The archaeologists carrying out the -
dig have not yet found any inscription to.
identify the building they uncovered; but*
Ben Ami said there was a “high.proba- .
bility” that the site was indeed the.2,000-"
year-old palace of Queen Helena, =~ °

“We need more evidence to ‘decide,
but almost everything fits;” hé said; .

The well-:preserved structure *being
uncovered in the ongoing excavation is
andimpressive architectural complex'that -
includes massive foundations: ‘walls,
some of which are preserved to a height
in excess of 15 feet and built of stones
that weigh hundreds of pounds; halls
that are preserved to a height of at least
two stories; a basement level that was

- covered with vaults; and remains of poly-

chrome frescoes, water installations and:’
ritual baths. L

- 'The narrow openings that' were: ‘dis-
covered in the basement level ‘6f -the "
structure ‘were likely used by its inhabi:" |
tants' to .flee shortly before the site’s |
destruction by-the Romans nearly 2,000 T

years'ago; Ben Ami said:

The-elaborate building was destroyed |
by dismantling the walls of the large |
structure, causing the massive stone |
walls and ceilings from the upper stories
to collapsein-on:the basement.

The large edifice ‘was overlaid with:
remains: that date -to Tater periods. —
Byzantine, Roman and- Early Islamic'—
while below it there are remains from

artifacts from the time of the Bayis l
Rishon: - - ‘
. (News agencies) '
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